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CUMING Valda OAM (1929-2020) 

The Melbourne Society of Women Painters & 
Sculptors (MSWPS) mourns the loss of Valda 
Cuming, OAM. She was an esteemed 
member, former committee member and 
talented artist. Her love of sailing is reflected 
in her art from drawing, sculpture and 
watercolour to ceramics and printmaking. 
Valda's inspirational artworks leave an 
enduring legacy. 

For Members and others who did not see this 
notice in The Age, Thursday 16th April 2020 
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Hello Members, 
Isn’t it amazing the difference a 
month makes? Some say we are all 
in the same boat, others say that 
the boats vary immensely, 
depending on country, colour, 
culture etc. The one very uplifting 
aspect and all on the same level is 
the incredible input that the arts is 
having across the globe. In all the 
various forms, genre and discipline, 
all of the arts are giving hope. Let’s 
hope that the ‘arts’ get deserved 
support. I would like to encourage 
Members at this time to think about 
self-promotion; the MSWPS 
website offers Full Members a 
Profile Page. If yours already 
exists, does it need updating? Do 
you want to change images, 
website address, and 
achievements? If you do not have a 
Profile Page, then perhaps this is 
the perfect time to get one 
organised. Did you have an 
exhibition planned for May or June 
that has had to be cancelled? Let 
us know about it and you can still 
be acknowledged on the MSWPS 
Facebook Page for this event.  

Remember that this is your Newsletter and 
you have the opportunity to include 
articles of interest and upcoming events 
t h a t c a n b e s e n t t o m e a t : 
bulletin2020@yahoo.com. 
Look further into The Bulletin for Deadline 
Dates. If you have any questions please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
Denise Keele-bedford 

THE	MELBOURNE	SOCIETY	OF	WOMEN	PAINTERS	AND	SCULPTORS	INC.	
REGISTERED	ADDRESS:		41-43	GIPPS	STREET,	EAST	MELBOURNE		3002	
https://www.facebook.com/mswpaintersandsculptors/ 

THE	BULLETIN	

• Vale: Valda Cuming OAM 
• 2020 Committee 
• President Statement 
• The art world angel, her son, the countess 

and the detective 
• Member News 
• Diary Dates 
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MSWPS 2020 
COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT: Linda McEwan  

VICE PRESIDENT: Joan Richard  

SECRETARY: Tessa Wallis  

TREASURER: Jude Marganis  

General Committee 

Louise Foletta  

Jo Reitze  

Marion Chapman  

Michelle Endersby  

Denise Keele-bedford  

Robyn Pridham  continues her 
role as ARCHIVIST  

PRESIDENT LINDA McEWAN: 

mswps2020@gmail.com 

Valda Cuming OAM

An Important Person

Ceramic and Wood

 A Tribute to Valda Cuming OAM

Rebecca Robinson 12 April 2020

Valda	was	born	on	31st	July	1929.		

She	devoted	most	of	her	life	to	art.	Other	than	her	love	for	
family,	art	was	her	passion.	

She	travelled	a	lot	in	her	life	and	lived	in	various	countries	
throughout	the	world.	Sailing	around	Australia	with	her	
husband	Lindsay	and	their	children.	

I	was	reacquainted	with	Valda	in	2005	when	I	joined	her	
watercolour	class	at	the	Beaumaris	Art	Group.	This	women	
seemed	very	familiar	to	me	and	it	came	to	light	that	my	
husband	had	sailed	the	same	class	of	yacht,	Paper	Tigers	
with	Valda’s	youngest	son	Doug	Cuming	back	in	the	70’s	
and	80’s.	From	then	on,	a	family	friendship	formed	and	as	
Valda	did	with	a	lot	of	her	students,	encouraged	ar^s^c	
endeavours.	

She	was	President	and	Vice	President	of	the	Beaumaris	Art	
Group.	She	was	the	convenor	of	the	Beaumaris	Art	Group	
En	Plein	Air	Group	for	many	years.	mentoring	and	
encouraging	ar^sts	with	their	art.	She	did	the	same	for	me.	

A	couple	of	winters	I	spent	^me	in	her	po_ery	studio	
learning	and	making	Raku	po_ery	pieces	o`en	staying	for	
lunch	with	both	Lindsay	and	Valda.	A	glass	of	wine	then	
back	to	po_ery.	I	had	completed	a	Diploma	in	Graphic	
Design	but	had	never	done	any	po_ery.	Valda	made	it	fun	
and	understood	my	short	comings.	

Valda	was	extremely	prolific	as	a	ceramist,	sculptor	and	
painter	and	has	le`	a	huge	body	of	work.	She	had	so	much	
energy.		

She	was	a	member	and	Past	President	of	The	Associa^on	of	
Sculptors	of	Victoria,	A	member	of	the	Melbourne	Society	
of	Women	Painters	and	Sculptors,	and	various	other	art	
groups	and	on	a	lot	of	commi_ees.	She	exhibited	many	
^mes	with	MSWPS	and	was	a	passionate	supporter	of	the	
Women’s	Group.	She	encouraged	me	to	join.	She	was	on	
the	commi_ee	for	many	years	and	worked	^relessly	for	
MSWPS.	Her	quirky	sculptures	and	ceramics	were	always	a	
talking	point	and	she	won	several	MSWPS	Awards	for	
sculpture.	
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Her commitment, especially to the Beaumaris Art Group being a former President, teacher and 
Convenor of the Outdoor Painters led her to be made a life member in 2015.  She retired from 
teaching at the Beaumaris Art Group at the end of 2018. 

My relationship with Valda became a little closer in 2018 when she was unable to drive to 
Outdoor Painting on Tuesdays and I started picking her up and taking her to all the places she 
loved to paint in the bayside area. I guess my love for this little women with a big heart wanted 
me to see her continue to do what she loved, En Plein Air Painting. I became the Convenor and 
this let Valda come for the painting. 

 In 2019 on her 90th Birthday year she was awarded an OAM for her services to the Arts. The 
Beaumaris Art Group held a 90th Birthday Party in August for her. A beautiful celebration to her 
and her Art. All her closest friends and family were there.  

Right up until a month ago Valda was outdoor painting.  

Her keen interest in others including artists made her most loved and popular. What a wonderful 
life! 

She will be sorely missed. 

President’s Message

Hello Members. 

What strange times we are living in. Never has there been an event that has united the world in 
this manner. We are all in this together and hopefully at the other end there will be a better 

world. More family unity, tolerance, and a slower pace of life. 
What a blessing we have painting in our lives. There is always another one 
to start or finish. I have friends who have no hobbies, so are a bit aimless. 
You can only rearrange so many cupboards. I have many interests and 
therefore have not had a bored minute.  
The winter luncheon is on hold for now. Hopefully, we will be able to get 
together sometime in the coming winter months. We will keep you 
informed.  
At this stage, our annual exhibition in October will go ahead. I anticipate 
that some of the isolation rules will be relaxed by then. Worst case scenario 
we would not have an official opening.  
Sadly, we could not say goodbye in person to our long-standing member, 

Valda Cuming OAM, she was a beautiful soul. She will be sadly missed by all. We will be 
honouring her and Mariette Perrinjaquet in the exhibition.  

Keep well, stay home and paint. Linda McEwan 
2020 President Linda McEwan 

Email: mswps2020@gmail.com 

The art world angel, her son, the countess and the detective 
By  Jenna Price who is an academic at the University of Technology Sydney and a regular 
columnist for The Sydney Morning Herald. 24 May 2019 

From MSWPS Archivist Robyn Pridham: The Article is located in the Archives under Juliette 
Peers Biography.  
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Attached is a short extract from the article and a link for further reading. I found it well worth the 
read. Ed. 

“Sheila Cruthers never finished school, but by the time she died in 2011, aged 86, the former 
shop girl from regional Western Australia had made a major impact on the lives of women 
artists.”  

https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/the-art-world-angel-her-son-the-countess-
and-the-detective-20190519-p51p2z.html 

Robyn also recommends viewing a Youtube video from the NGV: 
Helen Maudsley ‘Our Knowing and Not Knowing’ an interview with Pip Wallis 
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/multimedia/helen-maudsley/?
utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020%23NGVEveryDayeNews-
April20&utm_content=version_A&promo=11302

 MEMBER’S NEWS 

•FEATURED ARTIST
Incoming Tide by Susan O’Brien is the 
current featured artwork on The Website 
Homepage and Facebook Page. 
Incoming Tide was selected for a Highly 
Commended at the 110th MSWPS Annual 
Exhibition. Judged by Lesley Harding, 
Artistic Director at Heide Museum of 
Modern Art. Her words: Susan O’Brien’s 
Incoming Tide, I enjoyed for its lovely 
coloration, confident brushwork and sharp 
composition – this is a balanced and 
beautifully executed painting, alert to the 
wild and dynamic nature of the subject 
which is articulated boldly and with gusto.  

 
In response to the Victorian State Government declaring a state of 
emergency and Stage 3 Restrictions, due to the COVID-19 
(coronavirus), MSWPS will POSTPONE Life Drawing and Member 
Activities at the Ola Cohn Centre until further notice, pending advice 
from the Department of Health and Human Services.  13 April 2020
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MAY/JUNE 2020  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

• Life Drawing every Thursday morning at Ola 

Cohn Studio, POSTPONED 

• Member’s Meetings (previously General 

Meetings)                                                          

1st Thursday of the month - POSTPONED 

• Committee Meetings 2nd Thursday of the 

month - May and June TBC 

• Special Event - 5th Thursday of the month - 

CANCELLED 

• Winter Luncheon - Thursday July 2 TBC 

• Annual Exhibition - October (dates to be 

confirmed) 

• Christmas Lunch - December 3 

• The Bulletin July/August Issue - June 18 DL 
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